Matityahu (Matthew) 25

The Parable of the Wise and Foolish Virgins

 1 “Then the kingdom of heaven shall be likened to ten virgins who took their lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom. 
Another story parable. A story parable has characters, a plot, a shock element, and usually a lesson.

2 Now five of them were wise, and five were foolish. 
3 Those who were foolish took their lamps and took no oil with them, 
4 but the wise took oil in their vessels with their lamps. 
What can the oil represent? 

Heb - shemen. Oil is often used in Biblical typology to represent Ruach HaKodesh or the Spirit of G-d.

Oil may simply mean oil. In this story, the ones with oil were the ones prepared for the task given to them.

5 But while the bridegroom was delayed, they all slumbered and slept.

See also Kefa bet (2 Peter) 3.8-13: 8 But, beloved, do not forget this one thing, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day. 9 The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count slackness, but is longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance. 10 But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night, in which the heavens will pass away with a great noise, and the elements will melt with fervent heat; both the earth and the works that are in it will be burned up. 11 Therefore, since all these things will be dissolved, what manner of persons ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness, 12 looking for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be dissolved, being on fire, and the elements will melt with fervent heat? 13 Nevertheless we, according to His promise, look for new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells.
6 “And at midnight a cry was heard: ‘Behold, the bridegroom is coming; go out to meet him!’ 
7 Then all those virgins arose and trimmed their lamps. 
8 And the foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ 
At this point, the foolish virgins realized their lack of preparation. However, they opted for the lazy solution.

9 But the wise answered, saying, ‘No, lest there should not be enough for us and you; but go rather to those who sell, and buy for yourselves.’ 
This might seem selfish, but the lesson is you cannot enter the Kingdom except through your own relationship to G-d.

10 And while they went to buy, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went in with him to the wedding; and the door was shut. 

Rabban Yochanan Ben Zaccai saith, This thing is like a king, who invited his servants, but did not appoint them any set time. Those of them that were wise adorned themselves, and sat at the gate of the palace; those that were foolish were about their own business. The king on a sudden called for his servants: those went in adorned; these, undressed. The king was pleased with the wise, and angry at the foolish. Kimchi on Isaiah 65.13-14
13 Therefore thus says the Lord GOD: 
      “ Behold, My servants shall eat, 
      But you shall be hungry; 
      Behold, My servants shall drink, 
      But you shall be thirsty; 
      Behold, My servants shall rejoice, 
      But you shall be ashamed; 
 14 Behold, My servants shall sing for joy of heart, 
      But you shall cry for sorrow of heart, 
      And wail for grief of spirit.
11 “Afterward the other virgins came also, saying, ‘Lord, Lord, open to us!’ 
12 But he answered and said, ‘Assuredly, I say to you, I do not know you.’ 

‘I don’t know you’ A Rabbinic expression of rejection, often as a form of a ban. Mo’ed Qatan 16a

This is the shock element: it seems cruel to exclude the five virgins just because they weren’t ready at the groom’s arrival, especially since he arrived in the middle of the night!

13 “Watch therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour in which the Son of Man is coming. 
The lesson is: there is no excuse for not being ready, because you have been warned!

Your homework assignment for the week: ask G-d to make you ready for the return of Yeshua, and to be occupied in His work when He comes.

Prov 6.20-23

20 My son, keep your father’s command, 
      And do not forsake the law of your mother. 
       21 Bind them continually upon your heart; 
      Tie them around your neck. 
       22 When you roam, they[b] will lead you; 
      When you sleep, they will keep you; 
      And when you awake, they will speak with you. 
       23 For the commandment is a lamp, 
      And the law a light;
Prov 13.9

9 The light of the righteous rejoices, 
      But the lamp of the wicked will be put out.
The Parable of the Talents

 
Man himself, and all that he has, and all that he can produce, all belong to God. The purpose of man's existence is to serve God, and apart from such service his life is meaningless and worthless. The reward of such service is opportunity for further and larger service and the worst punishment for failure to serve is to be deprived of the opportunity to serve at all.

T.A. Manson The Sayings of Jesus (1961)

  
14 “For the kingdom of heaven is like a man traveling to a far country, who called his own servants and delivered his goods to them. 
15 And to one he gave five talents, to another two, and to another one, to each according to his own ability; and immediately he went on a journey. 
‘five talents’ About $1,500,000 in today’s money.

In Roman times one talent equalled 6,000 denarii, a denarius being roughly a day’s wages for a common laborer. If a day’s wages today is in the neighborhood of $50, one talent would be $300,000.

16 Then he who had received the five talents went and traded with them, and made another five talents. 
17 And likewise he who had received two gained two more also. 
18 But he who had received one went and dug in the ground, and hid his lord’s money. 
19 After a long time the lord of those servants came and settled accounts with them. 
God does not give greatness to a man until he has proved him in a small matter, only then does He promote him to a great post. Two were proved and found faithful and God promoted them to greatness. He tested David with sheep...and God said, 'You were found faithful with the sheep, I will give you My sheep that you should feed them,' and so with Moses, who fed his father-in-law's sheep. To him God said the same. Tanchuma Shemot 14


20 “So he who had received five talents came and brought five other talents, saying, ‘Lord, you delivered to me five talents; look, I have gained five more talents besides them.’ 
21 His lord said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant; you were faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler over many things. Enter into the joy of your lord.’ 
22 He also who had received two talents came and said, ‘Lord, you delivered to me two talents; look, I have gained two more talents besides them.’ 
23 His lord said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant; you have been faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler over many things. Enter into the joy of your lord.’ 

24 “Then he who had received the one talent came and said, ‘Lord, I knew you to be a hard man, reaping where you have not sown, and gathering where you have not scattered seed. 
‘a hard man...’ 

Is this accusation true? Was it wrong for the master to give this assigment to his servants? Obviously not, as this is done every day in business.

This is the shock element of the parable, that a servant would refuse to do that which the master required. 

25 And I was afraid, and went and hid your talent in the ground. Look, there you have what is yours.’ 
‘I was afraid’ Gr - and being afraid. What was there to fear?

Fear of losing the investment capital may sound reasonable, but that was the wrong answer.

A king has two servants, one who fears and loves the king, one who only fears him. The king goes away and apparently leaves his palace and estate to these two servants to deal with. The one who only fears the king does nothing, and the gardens and grounds become waste and desolate; the one who loves the king plants trees and flowers and fruit. Then the king returns, he is pleased with the one servant and angry with the other.


26 “But his lord answered and said to him, ‘You wicked and lazy servant, you knew that I reap where I have not sown, and gather where I have not scattered seed. 
Wicked = lawless (disobedient).

‘So you knew...’ The master uses sarcasm and mocks the lazy servant’s excuse.

27 So you ought to have deposited my money with the bankers, and at my coming I would have received back my own with interest. 
 ‘deposited my money with the bankers’ Gr - put my money to the money-changers.

The Temple money-changers were hated for extorting an outrageous fee for changing Roman or other every-day money to proper coinage for use at the Temple. Even though this would be a despicable investment, it would have gained a profit.

The master is not aproving of this kind of profiteering, but only continuing to mock the lazy servant, who should have earned an honest profit from using his capital in an honest manner.

‘bankers’ Gr - trapezitai, Heb - shulchani [those at] tables.

28 So take the talent from him, and give it to him who has ten talents. 

29 ‘For to everyone who has, more will be given, and he will have abundance; but from him who does not have, even what he has will be taken away. 
The lesson is: time is short (Matt 24) - he that uses what he has will be blessed with more. He that refuses to use what he has will lose what little he has.

30 And cast the unprofitable servant into the outer darkness. There will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ 

Homework for the week:

1)
Ask God to show you what He has given to you as ‘talents’.

2)
Ask God to give you opportunities, and to be ambitious to act on behalf of His Kingdom, using the ‘talents’ He has given you.

The Son of Man Will Judge the Nations

   

31 “When the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the holy angels with Him, then He will sit on the throne of His glory. 
32 All the nations will be gathered before Him, and He will separate them one from another, as a shepherd divides his sheep from the goats. 
‘nations’ Gr - ethno Heb – goyim people, races. May mean governments as well as individuals.

33 And He will set the sheep on His right hand, but the goats on the left. 
And thus the Lord commanded the kings and mighty and the exalted and those who dwell on the earth and said, 'Open your eyes and lift up your horns if you are able to recognize the Elect One.' And the Lord of Spirits seated him on the throne of His glory...and he will deliver them to the angels for punishment to execute vengeance on them because they have oppressed His children and his Elect. Enoch 61.6

34 Then the King will say to those on His right hand, ‘Come, you blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world: 
‘from the founding of the world’ yesod olam. Things created before the creation of the world (Heaven & Hell).

35 for I was hungry and you gave Me food; I was thirsty and you gave Me drink; I was a stranger and you took Me in; 
36 I was naked and you clothed Me; I was sick and you visited Me; I was in prison and you came to Me.’ 
‘For I was hungry...’ This can be interpreted at two levels: personal and national.

gemilut chasadim. Acts of kindness.

He who receives his fellow man kindly, it is as if he has received the Shekhinah. Shabbat 127a

He who visits the sick will be saved from Gehinom. Nedarim 40a


37 “Then the righteous will answer Him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see You hungry and feed You, or thirsty and give You drink? 
‘the righteous’ other translations: the people who have done what God wants.

38 When did we see You a stranger and take You in, or naked and clothe You? 
39 Or when did we see You sick, or in prison, and come to You?’ 
40 And the King will answer and say to them, ‘Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you did it to one of the least of these My brethren, you did it to Me.’ 
‘these my brethren’ This can also be interpreted in two ways: Jews or believers.

Some take this to refer to the judgment of the Gentile nations on the basis of how they treat these brothers of mine (vv. 39, 45), the Jews; compare Genesis 12:3. Others take it to speak of the judgment of those who have not heard the Gospel on the basis of how they treat believers in Yeshua; compare 10:40–42, Romans 8:29. JNTC

‘you did it for me’ As the agent (shaliach, apostle, messenger) is treated, so is for the principle (G-d). 

Why would G-d take it so personal about the way a person or a nation treats a Jew? 

See Sh’mot (Exodus) 4.22: Then you shall say to Pharaoh, ‘Thus says the LORD: “Israel is My son, My firstborn.
Since man is made in G-d’s image, Judaism considers service to man as service to G-d.

D’varim (Deuteronomy) 32.10 – Israel as the Apple of Gods eye


41 “Then He will also say to those on the left hand, ‘Depart from Me, you cursed, into the everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his angels: 
‘devil’ Gr diabolous, Heb haSatan adversary See below Revelation 19:20, 20:10, 20:15.

20 Then the beast was captured, and with him the false prophet who worked signs in his presence, by which he deceived those who received the mark of the beast and those who worshiped his image. These two were cast alive into the lake of fire burning with brimstone.

10 The devil, who deceived them, was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone where the beast and the false prophet are. And they will be tormented day and night forever and ever.
15 And anyone not found written in the Book of Life was cast into the lake of fire.
42 for I was hungry and you gave Me no food; I was thirsty and you gave Me no drink; 
‘for I was hungry...’ everything in reverse. See below 6.22-23; Ya’akov (James) 2.15-16

22 “The lamp of the body is the eye. If therefore your eye is good, your whole body will be full of light. 23 But if your eye is bad, your whole body will be full of darkness. If therefore the light that is in you is darkness, how great is that darkness!

14 What does it profit, my brethren, if someone says he has faith but does not have works? Can faith save him? 15 If a brother or sister is naked and destitute of daily food, 16 and one of you says to them, “Depart in peace, be warmed and filled,” but you do not give them the things which are needed for the body, what does it profit? 17 Thus also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead.
43 I was a stranger and you did not take Me in, naked and you did not clothe Me, sick and in prison and you did not visit Me.’ 

44 “Then they also will answer Him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see You hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not minister to You?’ 
45 Then He will answer them, saying, ‘Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to Me.’ 
46 And these will go away into everlasting punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.”
Similar to Daniyel 12:2.

2 And many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, 
      Some to everlasting life, 
      Some to shame and everlasting contempt.
Notice in both cases you have eternal life; one undesirable and the other desirable. 

Which way are you headed? How do you show it?

