A study on the name of יֵשוּעַ /Yeshua/Jesus


Some common questions that pervade the Christian and Messianic communities concerning the name of Yeshua/Jesus may include the following: Is Jesus the name of the Messiah? Is it appropriate to identify the Messiah of Israel as Jesus or by the name Yeshua?, or  Is the name Yahshua a legitimate name for the Messiah in Hebrew? This study will attempt to unravel some Biblical misunderstandings of the name of Yeshua HaMashiach (Jesus the Messiah). Hopefully, the following will better educate and equip you on the truth about the Savior’s name. Note: this article is not intended to be an exhaustive study on the name of Jesus/Yeshua, but rather a beginning point for your own scriptural devotion.
Concerning the name of the Son:

1. The words of Agur the son of Jakeh, the oracle: the man says to Ithiel, to Ithiel and Ucal: 2. “Surely I am the most ignorant man, and don’t have a man’s understanding. 3. I have not learned wisdom, neither do I have the knowledge of the Holy One. 4. Who has ascended up into heaven, and descended? Who has gathered the wind in his fists? Who has bound the waters in his garment? Who has established all the ends of the earth? What is his name, and what is his son’s name, if you know?  5. Every word of God is flawless . He is a shield to those who take refuge in him. (Proverbs 30:1-5) World English Bible
O King! Who brings death, and restores life, and makes salvation (yeshuah) spring forth!
 
יְהוֹשֻׁעַ  Yehoshua, Strongs #3091
This is the Hebrew name found in Numbers 13:16 transliterated as Joshua son of Nun (ben Nun Yehoshua).  Joshua was formerly called by the name Hoshea (הוֹשֵעַ) in Numbers 13:8. Yehoshua comes from the Hebrew 3-letter root (shoresh) ישע, yasha, meaning “salvation.”
 According to Brown, Driver, Briggs Hebrew Lexicon (BDB), the name Yehoshua means YHVH is salvation 
 (see Matthew 1:21 in reference to the alternate name form Yeshua). A few other examples where the name Yehoshua/Joshua can be found are:, Exodus 17:9, Numbers 11:28, Deut 3:21, Joshua 1:1, Judges 1:1 and Judges 2:7. 
Notably, Yehoshua is also found in Zechariah 6:11 where the high priest bearing this name points to the man whose name is the branch (tzemach), a reference to the messianic sprout of David. The Angel of YHWH in Zechariah 3:8 indicates that My Servant, the Branch was a descendant of David who would become their ruler, probably Zerubbabel. However, Messianic implications can also point this branch to be our beloved Yeshua of Nazareth. For more on this branch, see Isaiah 4:2, 11:1, Jeremiah 23:5 and Ezekiel 17:22-24.
יֵשוּעַ  Yeshua
Yeshua (or Y’shua as rendered by Jews for Jesus) is the English transliteration of the Aramaic word for  “salvation”. In English bibles, this name is referred to as Jeshua as found in Ezra 5:2. The BDB’s Aramaic dictionary identifies Yeshua as an Aramaic word. 
Early Protestant Bible translations based on the Latin Vulgate forms, circa 1600, generally showed no differentiation between the transcribed Yeshua to “Jesus” in English. 
The Hebrew spelling of Yeshua was typically found during the second Temple period (beginning 538BCE -70 CE).  Tanakh passages with the name Yeshua can be found in I Chron 24:11, II Chron 31:15, Ezra, and Nehemiah where the Hebrew transliterates into the English name Jeshua.
In the gospel announcement of the birth of Messiah, David Stern’s Complete Jewish Bible renders Matthew 1:21 in the following manner:

 She will give birth to a son, and you are to name him Yeshua, [which means ‘ADONAI saves,’] because he will save his people from their sins.

Stern includes some insight into the Modern Hebrew rendering of the name Yeshu. He writes: 
In modern Hebrew Yeshua’s name is pronounced and written “Yeshu,” which may have been the ancient pronunciation in the Galil. However, reflecting two thousand years of conflict between the Church and the Synagogue, it is also an acronym for Yimach sh’mo v’zikhrono (“May his name and memory be blotted out”). However, the late Yosef Vaktor, a Messianic Jewish Holocaust survivor took it as an acronym for Yigdal sh’mo umalkhuto (May his name and kingdom grow”).

Iήσους: Jesus in the Greek
The Hebrew name Yeshua transliterated into the Late Latin name Iesus, which then became the transliterated Koine Greek name Iήσους (Iesous). 
Eventually this Greek name became Iesus in the early English translations. The letter “J” in the name Jesus as we know it today was not an established letter of early English. The first letter of the name Yeshua is the Hebrew letter yod. This eventually became the letter Iota in Greek which is pronounced as the “Y” sound when transliterated into English. Hence, the name Iesus finally became the name Jesus. The Septuagint which was the Greek during the time of the 1st century renders Joshua, Yeshua and Yehoshua as Iesous. 
Concerning the connection of the name Jesus to the Greek son of Zeus, Messianic rabbi David Hall answers this matter on his website:

It has been commonly mistaken that Jesus comes from “Iasuce” incorrectly pronounced by the proponents of this theory, “HeyZeus” or son of Zeus. However, son in Greek is huios, not hey or anything similar, so son of Zeus should be spelled like this phonetically. “huiosZeus”. This sounds nothing like Iasuce. The Greek Alphabet contains the letter Z but the letter chosen for Iasuce is the letter “s”. There is no letter in Greek that is equivalent to the sound made by the Hebrew letter shin as in YeShua. The closest equivalent letter is “s” which is what the translators used. 

Dr. Daniel Botkin also indicates that the English name “Jesus has absolutely no pagan connection and that the very claim is a linguistic mistranslation.

Sacred Name usage of “Yahshua(h)”
Certain Messianic Proponents of the pronunciation Yah-Shua claim this best identifies the name of the Messiah to contain an abbreviation of the Father’s name YHWH - an erroneous interpretation of John 5:43.
Botkin clarifies that this verse is talking about Yeshua coming by His Father’s authority, on His Father’s behalf. The Sacred Name’s logic is flawed because if Yeshua’s name must contain “Yah” then we cannot do anything “in the Father’s name” unless our own name contains the Father’s name as well.

An explanation is provided by Botkin concerning the error of the name Yahshua: 

The third letter in Joshua’s name (reading from right to left) is the letter vav (V) and a vav cannot be silent. The letter vav must be pronounced as either a “v” or an “o” or an [sic] “u.” (In the case of Joshua, it takes an “o” sound, giving us “Ye-ho-SHU-a.” Strong’s confirms this pronunciation.) For a name to be pronounced “Yahshua,“ it would have to be spelled [wv—hy, and no such name exists anywhere in the Hebrew Bible. 

In Hebrew grammer the first vowel sound of the name Yeshua is called tse-Re, which is pronounced akin to the letter “e” in the word “get”. 

Conclusion
Our English bibles do not contain a corrupted name for our beloved Messiah. We can pray to the Father in Jesus name or use His Semitic name Yeshua. Obey what he says and serve him in love with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your strength. 

12. Kiss the Son, lest he be angry, and ye perish from the way, when his wrath is kindled but a little. Blessed are all they that put their trust in him. (Psalms 2:12)

By Vincent Quinones
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